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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 8226 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, US 

SUBJECT: LATEST DEVELOPMENTS ON IAKOVOS MEMORANDUM 
REF: ATHENS 8145 

1. THE STATEMENT BY A DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL ON OCTOBER 23, AS 
REPORTED BY AP, THAT THE ONLY REACTION OF THE DEPARTMENT ON 
THIS SUBJECT WAS A STATEMENT (BY THE SPOKESMAN) ON 
NOVEMBER 12, 1974 THAT COMMENTS ATTRUBUTED TO THE SECRETARY 
IN THIS CONNECTION WERE INACCURATE, HAS APPARENTLY HELPED 
PUT AN END TO THE CONTROVERSY HERE EXCEPT FOR PRO-PASOK 
ATHINAIKI WHICH CLAIMS THE CONTROVERSY HAS ENTERED A NEW 
PAHSE. 

2. TAKING NOTE OF THIS LATEST AP STROY, GEORGE MAVROS 

IN A STATEMENT ISSUED LAST NIGHT INDICATED THAT "THIS PUTS 
AN END TO THIS CURIOUS MATTER". HE ASSERTED THAT THE CONTENTS 
OF THE MEMORANDUM DID NOT CONCERN HIM SINCE HE HAD LEFT THE 
POST OF FOREIGN MINISTER ON OCTOBER 18, 1974. THE ONLY THING 
THAT INTERESTED HIM IN THIS MATTER, HE ADDED, WAS "THE 
REVELATION OF THE TRUTH SO THAT MISTAKES IN THE HANDLING OF 
NATIONAL QUESTIONS MAY BE AVOIDED". ON THE OTHER HAND, PASOK 
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TICKER THAT "THE MATTER HAS FINALLY BEEN PLACED IN ITS 
PROPER FRAMEWORK: AS A FAMILY MATTER FOR AMERICANS AND 
FRIENDS OF AMERICA”. 

3. ON THE HEELS OF THIS PASOK STATEMENT. "CIRCLES OF THE 
CU/NF” THEN COMMENTED THAT "IT IS A MISTAKE TO CHARACTERIZE 
THE MATTER AS A FAMILY AFFAIR FOR AMERICANS AND FRIENDS OF 
AMERICA; RATHER IT IS ALSO A CONCERN OF THOSE TO WHOM THE 
MEMORANDUM WAS SENT AND WHO USED IT FOR CLEARLY ELECTORAL 
PURPOSES". FINALLY, "WELL-INFORMED SOURCES" WERE QUOTED 

BY THE PRESS AS SAYING LAST NIGHT (OCTOBER 23) THAT "THE 
GOVERNMENT CONDISERS THIS MATTER AS TRAGI-COMIC AND IS DEEPLY 
GRIEVED". 

4. AS A RESULT OF THESE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS. MOST OF THE 
MORNING PRESS TOOK THE LINE THAT THE DISPUTE HAD ENDED OR WAS 
DYING, AND SO DO THE AFTERNOON PAPERS WHICH WE HAVE JUST SEEN. 
HOWEVER, ATHINAIKI IS STILL AT IT CLAIMING (IN ITS HEADLINE) 

"THE U.S. EMBASSY INTERVENES IN SUPPORT OF MR. MAVROS". 

ATHINAIKI CITES THE AP STORY TO THE EFFECT THAT THE DEPARTMENT S 
SPOKESMAN NEVER MADE PUBLICLY THE NOVEMBER 1, 1974 
STATEMENT ATTRUBUTED TO HIM (THAT THE 

STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO THE SECRETARY WERE "INACCURATE"). 
RATHER, ACCORDING TO THE AP STORY WHICH IT PRINTS, THIS WAS 
GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR THE SPOKESMAN WHICH HE DID NOT USE AND 
WHICH WAS SENT TO THE EMBASSY FOR ITS INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE. 
IT ASKS THE QUESTION HOW DID MAVROS GET THIS INFORMATION, 

"DOES HE BELONG TO.. .THE PERSONNEL OF THE EMBASSY?" 

5. IN AN EDITORIAL ON THE SUBJECT ATHINAIKI IMPLIES THAT 
JOHN NICOLOPOULOS, GREEK GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICIAL IN THE 
U.S. WHO IS HERE ON LEAVE, IS IMPLICATED IN THIS WHOLE AFFAIR. 

IT ALSO CLAIMS TO HAVE ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE WHICH IT PROMISES 
TO USE AND ANNOUNCES IT WILL PUBLISH "AN EXCLUSIVE DOCUMENT" 

(ON THE MATTER) MONDAY. THUS THE CONTROVERSY 

MAY NOT BE OVER AFTER ALL. 

KUBISCH 
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